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The Vision 100 – Century of Aviation Reauthorization 
Act (P.L. 108-176), which chartered the Joint Planning 
Development Office (JPDO) and set the Next Genera-
tion Air Transportation System (NextGen) into motion, 
directed that the JPDO involve industry in the devel-
opment of NextGen.  To meet this charge, the JPDO 
established the NextGen Institute in 2005.  The Insti-
tute is a unique organization that establishes a work-
ing mechanism for involving industry at every stage 
of NextGen planning and development.  

Through an “Other Transactions Agreement,” industry 
representatives can participate in Institute activities 
without possible organizational “conflict of interest” con-
cerns. Currently, there are approximately 250 industry 
members who participate in the NextGen Institute. The 
Institute is not managed by the government.  Rather, its 
activities are directed by a 16-member, elected Institute 
Management Council (IMC), currently chaired by Mr. 
Peter Dumont of the Air Traffic Control Association. 

Key Responsibilities

One of the Institute’s key responsibilities is managing 
industry participation in the JPDO’s Working Groups.  
There are nine Working Groups, each focused on a 
specific NextGen topic: Net-Centric Operations, Envi-
ronment, Weather, Airports, Air Navigation Services, 
Aircraft, Security, Safety, and Global Harmonization. 
The Working Groups provide critical information, 
recommendations, and products that are used in the 
planning and development of NextGen.  

Membership in the Working Groups includes both 
government and industry representatives.  They 
are led by a government co-chair and an industry 
co-chair. The Institute selects the industry repre-
sentatives who will participate in each group. In 
this context, industry has an equal voice with their 
government counterparts.  

Studies and Evaluations

The NextGen Institute, in addition to managing 
industry participation in the JPDO Working Groups, 
also conducts its own studies and evaluations of key 
NextGen issues.  These products, which are managed 
by the Institute, provide additional in-depth analysis, 
from an industry perspective, of important NextGen 
topics.  Most recently, the Institute contracted for a 
comprehensive study of NextGen Integrated  
Communications, Navigation and Surveillance 
(iCNS).  This study used a strategic view to evaluate 
the suitability of the NextGen iCNS architecture to 
meet the expected system demands by 2025.  The 
Institute has also conducted studies on the optimi-
zation of aircraft sequencing in the terminal area as 
well as the spectrum and bandwidth requirements 
for NextGen. 

For more information about the NextGen Institute, 
and possible participation, please send an email to 
9-awa-ato-jpdo-partnership@faa.gov. 
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